Reliability and factor structure of the Alcohol Evaluation Instrument.
This study reports on the reliability and factor structure of an instrument called the ALCEVAL (Alcohol Evaluation Instrument). Results of this investigation reveal that the VA inpatient alcoholics in this study reported reliably on a variety of items on this structured self-report inventory. A factor analysis of reliable ALCEVAL items reveals that the instrument taps a variety of rather narrow dimensions pertaining to: onset and duration of drinking problems, family history, employment history, marital and family distress, and education and self-control of drinking behavior. Results of this investigation add to the growing body of research suggesting that the self-reports of alcoholics may be considered reliable particularly when obtained under standardized testing conditions.